Martha Jane Gerber
May 6, 1924 - December 22, 2019

Martha was born in the small mining town of Rainytown, PA., to Charles Presley Rimel
and
Edna Patterson Rimel on May 6, 1924. She had two siblings, Walter Rimel and Betty
Rimel
Shomer, both now deceased. After her mother Edna’s passing in 1930, her father,
Charles,
married Ruby Ellen Sullenburger in 1934. Martha then had 8 more half-siblings.
In 1943 she married Kenneth Robert Gerber and, after he completed his service in the
U.S.
Navy, they settled in Southern California. They mostly lived in the San Fernando Valley
and
Thousand Oaks area until 1986 when they moved to Apple Valley, CA.
They had five children; David Jeffrey Gerber (passed away shortly after birth), Sharon
Faith
Gerber Everett of Marquette, MI; Ruth Ann Gerber Wilkinson (passed away in 2008),
Donald
James Gerber of Apple Valley, CA; and Debra Lynn Gerber McLaughlin of Bella Vista, AR.
Ken and Martha also had 6 grandchildren and 21 great-grand children and 17 great- great
grandchildren
Martha’s beloved husband Kenneth passed away in 1998. They had been married for 54
years.
Ten years later she lost her beautiful daughter Ruth Ann to cancer.
All through her life Martha was devoted to her husband, her children and her Lord Jesus
Christ.
She gave her heart to Him when she was just a very small child and served Him faithfully
her
entire life. She spent a great deal of her time in prayer for her children and family. Even in
her
last years, when her memories began to fade, she never forgot her faith and could be
seen

praying for the staff and residents at her care facility.
Martha was a fun-loving and joyful person who loved to sing (she had a beautiful voice)
and
laugh and play fun games with her family and friends. She loved going to church and
being
involved as much as she could. She and her husband would host bible studies and church
gatherings in their home quite frequently.
She was also an avid gardener and had an extraordinary green thumb. She could grow
just about
anything. Her backyard was always blooming with something! She also loved to travel and
see
new places and experience new things.
Martha, because of her gradually worsening dementia, spent the last few years in the care
of
Valley Crest Memory Care. She was loved and tenderly cared for by the staff and also by
the
team from Community Hospice of Victor Valley. Even in her last few days on this earth,
when
she could no longer communicate verbally, the staff would hear her cry out to Jesus to
please take
her home. On December 22, 2019, He did. God bless you Little Marty G! We will miss you,
and
we look forward to being with you again! ”We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be
absent from the body and to be present with the Lord”. 2 Cor. 5:8
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Linda purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of Martha Jane Gerber.
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