Martha Koon Pilling
April 4, 1954 - May 7, 2016

In 1954, award-winning organist Martha Koon was born into a family of church musicians
who loved to sing. Martha, sister Nancy and mother Millie all had perfect pitch, and
combined their beautiful voices in perfect three-part acapella harmony. Martha began her
keyboard studies at age 4 with her mother and grandmother, who were both piano
teachers. San Diego music circles soon recognized that Martha exhibited the talent of a
child prodigy.

As an organ student of Mary Henson Phelps, Martha was hired as the paid professional
organist for Central Christian Church at age 12. While still in high school, she was highly
acclaimed in competitions for the San Diego Chapter, American Guild of Organists and
San Diego Musical Merit Foundation, and received a scholarship to study with
internationally-recognized organist Clarence Mader.

While majoring in classical organ at the University of Southern California School of Music,
she served as organist for Church of the Good Shepherd in Arcadia, studying organ with
Cherry Rhodes and Ladd Thomas. After graduating summa cum laude with her Bachelor
of Music degree in organ performance, Martha was requested as a recitalist for many Los
Angeles area venues. Shewon the Los Angeles Chapter, American Guild of Organists
Competition in 1977, advanced to and won the Far Western Region AGO Competition,
thereby becoming one of 8 finalists in the National AGO Competition in 1978. Thereafter
she studied classical organ with Dr. Michael Schneider in Cologne Germany for 2 years on
a Fulbright Fellowship sponsored by the German government.

After returning to the United States in 1980, Martha faced a series of devastating health
problems with quiet courage and acceptance. For the rest of her life, through her many
hospitalizations, surgeries, rehabilitation, and crippling illnesses, she never complained
and always made the best of very difficult circumstances.She continued to serve as

organist in San Diego for San Carlos United Methodist Church, Pacific Beach Community
Church, and for Calvary Lutheran Church. After marrying Michael Pilling in 1996, they
moved to Apple Valley, California, where she directed the choir and played keyboard for
Ascension Lutheran Church.

Services for Martha Koon Pilling will be on Saturday May 21 at 1:00 P.M.at Ascension
Lutheran Church, 22130 Ottawa Road, Apple Valley, California 92308. Her husband
Michael passed away last year. She is survived by sister Nancy Koon Jones Johnson of
San Diego and brother Jeffrey W. Koon of St. Paul, Minnesota. In lieu of flowers,
donations in her memory may be made to the Ruth and Clarence Mader Memorial
Scholarship Fund for organists at http://maderscholarshipfund.org/.
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Comments

“

Martha and I were inseparable best friends in 5th and 6th grade and remained
friendly through high school. I remember her wonderful musical ability, singing,
playing the flute, piano and organ. I also remember staying overnight at her house,
and how caring, helpful, and giving she was. Her mother was cheerful and funny, and
the affection between them was clear to see. Martha and I enjoyed walks in the local
canyons and the chance to see birds, animals, and their footprints. We lost touch
during college, and my later attempts to contact her were unsuccessful, but I never
stopped thinking of our great times together. I am both happy to remember her and
sad to think we will not meet again in this life.

Sharman Badgett-Young - August 24, 2019 at 02:39 PM

