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Richard passed away peacefully, at home with family by his side on July 7, 2019.

Major Richard Solorio (USAF Ret.) was born April 22,1945, in Los Angeles, CA. Richard
graduated from James A. Garfield High School in Winter 1963 and was honored as an
Ephebian. Richard attended East LA College, transferred to UCLA and earned a BS in
Chemistry in 1966. Richard was commissioned by the United States Air Force in 1967 and
married his high school sweetheart, Sayoko (Susan) in 1968. Richard proudly served his
country as an Aircraft Maintenance Officer and retired from active duty in 1987, at George
AFB. After a 20 year military career, Richard worked for Northrop Grumman for 10 years
where he completed the CalTech Systems Engineering Program. Richard and Sayoko
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 2018. In his retirement, he enjoyed
numismatics, UCLA athletics, BMWs, and Angels baseball. Richard will be remembered
by all who knew him as a loving and generous man.

Richard was preceded in death by his parents, Alfred and Drucilla; and his brother Daniel.
Richard is survived by his wife, Sayoko, sons, Eric and Mark (Becky), brother, Arthur,
nephew, Paul, niece, Maria and granddaughters, Allisah and Ashleigh.

Richard will be laid to rest at Sunset Hills Memorial Park in Apple Valley, CA.

In lieu of flowers, Richard requested that donations be made to the American Cancer

Society.

Cemetery
Sunset Hills Memorial Park & Mortuary
24000 Waalew Road
Apple Valley, CA, 92307

Comments

“

It is extremely sad to lose such a close friend from our younger years. I met Richard
at Garfield HS through our participation in JROTC. We both then attended East LA
College and transferred to UCLA in 1965 where we were roommates at Rieber Hall
and then at an off campus apartment. We parted ways when I entered Air Force OTS
a few months before Richard. I left the service after 4 years while Richard made it a
career. Our paths crossed in Austin TX in 1980 when he was stationed at Bergstrom
AFB and I was studying law at the University of Texas. Through the years we kept in
touch via the annual Christmas cards. There was always that trip I was going to take
and that reunion that will not happen. May peace be with his family and loved ones.
Alejandro Soto
San Antonio TX

Alejandro Soto - July 20 at 01:38 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard Solorio.

July 18 at 09:13 PM

“

So sad to hear the news we’ve lost Rick. We were stationed together at Holloman
AFB, New Mexico in 1971/1972. I was a brand new 2nd Lt and Rick took me under
his wing and for the next year he taught so much about the Air Force. We traveled
the world together from Germany to Thailand and I will be forever grateful for his
mentor ship and friendship. He not only taught me a lot about the Air Force but also
true importance of family. I was so fortunate to be able to share time with Rick’s
family and see what a great father and husband he was, family always came first. I
will Rick tremendously he was such a fine man. Bob Dobbs, Las Vegas Nv.
,

Bob Dobbs - July 16 at 03:23 PM

“

Mark called...it was a shock. Rick and we’re stationed together at Langley AFB in the
early 70’s. He helped us move into the first house we bought. We were part of a
maintenance inspection team that travelled all over the country...memories. Long
flights home on slow hot airplanes, lots of Pinochle on those flights. There were
usually five of us and we always found great places to eat. We also tried to bring
home a present for the wives...tried. Rick and I also cheated death on one of those
trips. We had a fire in the tail section of the plane...found out later the controls had
pretty much melted together. We made a smoky emergency landing and exit on the
middle of the runway at Langley. There were dinner parties at his house and those
cute little boys.
Rick and I both loved music, he collected all of Beethoven’s
symphonies. He was impressed with my Bose speakers so he bought one for
himself...bet they are still in his home. Now I am pretty sure...but not positive...but
one of his favorite comments was “You betchum Red Ryder”...wife does not think
so...thinks it was something with “white man”??. Memories, Rick visited us in
Henderson, proudly showing off his brand new $100 BMW...he actually let me drive
it...thank you Rick...I now drive a BMW too. Mmmm...more memories, I was on my
way to Oakland and spent a night at Rick’s house and he showed off this amazingly
sharp kitchen knife which was a gift from a relative. Rick wii always be remembered
as a good friend.
Klaus Bremer
Henderson, Nv

Klaus Bremer - July 15 at 11:12 PM

“

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Richard Solorio.

July 15 at 08:02 PM

